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Writing Prompt #3 - Most often, literary works have both internal conflict (individual v. self)                    and external conflict (individual v. individual, society, nature, or technology). 

Working Thesis:
Even though showing fear will only reveal vulnerability to both the enemy and sometimes cruel fellow soldiers, the burden of all the items that each soldier carries as they struggle through the war are both physical and emotional.

O’Brien, T. (2014). The Things They Carried. 
     	Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
The Things They Carried is a short story about the men (or boys, may be a more appropriate term to call them) of Alpha Company, filtered mostly through the voice of the narrator who is a character named Tim O’Brien.  On first reading, the story appears to simply be a list of the things the Alpha Company carries with them as they tramp through the Vietnamese countryside.  However, O’Brien’s detailed attention to both the physical and emotional weight of the items makes it quite evident this is not just a catalog of things but rather an inventory of trauma.  All the items shape the story; they introduce the cast list of characters and a list of events the story details.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Chen, T. (1998). "Unraveling the Deeper Meaning": Exile and the Embodied Poetics of 
Displacement in Tim O'Brien's "The Things They Carried" Contemporary Literature, 39(1), 77-98. doi:1. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/1208922 doi:1
The function of stories in The Things They Carried is considered in detail by Tina Chen. Her argument is the stories and bodies are substitutions for Vietnam to mask as well as, “expose the expose the construction of Vietnam as imaginary homeland, the trope that governs the consciousness of the work” (Chen, 1988, p. 84) Her main point is the text is filled with the use of metonymy. For example, Lieutenant Jimmy Cross’s pebble is a metonym for home; an extension of America as part of the shoreline.  Home for Cross is also symbolized by Martha.  This symbolism though, is a fantasy because she does not love him, never has and when he returns home she coldly rejects him. This is the reality faced by most veterans faced when returning home. The psychological impact of the experience creates a sense of separation felt by the soldiers. They are internally isolated because of the experiences. Chen explains this feeling of displacement by arguing Vietnam had become home for O’Brien.  Chen also discusses O’Brien’s need to write stories with the theme of a combat zone, and the feeling of belonging within it, as being so profound that it replaces home.  Simply put, Chen’s main point is Vietnam is a metaphor for home. The soldiers who went there were never able to return because they became part of Vietnam.  Because the soldiers were completely changed by their experiences in Vietnam, they are never able to return to their previous way of life.




Wesley, M. (2002). Truth and fiction in Tim O'Brien's If I Die in a Combat Zone and The Things 
They Carried. College Literature, (2), 1. 
Marilyn Wesley’s article on truth and fiction in “If I Die in a Combat Zone” and “The Things They Carried” bores into the subtext similar to Tina Chen’s article discussed earlier and it also directly addresses underlying themes specifically concerning guilt making this an especially valuable article. Struggles of guilt and innocence are explored through specific stories in the book, like the death of the baby water buffalo and that of Curt Lemon.  Her discussion of “the loss of innocence” provides further enlightenment regarding the struggles each character had between what they truly believed in and what they ended up doing, even when they did not necessarily believe in it.



